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SCENE, FROM "THE. RUNAWAYS"
The New Musical Show from the JJev York Casino, at English's To-morro- w Night.

XT ENGLISH'S this week thera vill

A tx two bis musical attractions
and a grim tragcdy-'T- hc Run-

aways." from the New York Ca-

sino. Francis Wilson's elaborate
revival of charming "Erminie," and Rich-

ard ilansfleld. In faLa latest drama. "Ivan
the Terrible."

,4Th Itunaways" la the first booking of
the week. It comes to-morr- ow evening for
X. single performance, and if all promises
ire fulfilled It will prove a highly enter-
taining performance. . It belongs to the
clas3 of theatrical attractions best do- -
iciibed as musical frivolities, dependent
apon pretty chorus girls, a few up-to-da- te

comedians, brilliant costumes, gorgeous
scenery and spectacular stage effects for its
luccesa. It had a run at the Casino that
began last spring and continued straight
through the summer. In the New York
production Fay Templeton and Arthur
Dunn scored the greatest hits of their ca-

reers as the leading funmakers. Miss Tem-
pleton is no longer with the company, but
Arthur Dunn continues to play the prin-
cipal mirth-provoki- ng part, and has some
well-know- n musical comedy performers as
his assistants notably Helen Lord, who
took E2na. Hay's place in "The Belle of
New York;" .Charles Dox, Joseph Carey,
Al Garland, William Meehan. J. C. Hen-
derson, Mabel Carrier, Erminie Earle and
the D'Arville sisters. There are nearly one
hundred people in the organization. In the
chorus, which is said to be the prettiest
that has been seen in any of the later New
York productions, are three distinct types
of beautiful girlsthe "Six Widows," the
"Daisies" and the "Comic Opera Queens."

The plot of "The Runaways" concerns an
American officer who was a waiter in his
early days and has become a plunger at the
race track. ' He is a confirmed dyspeptic
and Is the guardian of a pretty army nurs.
The general's horso wins the Suburban
handicap, the horse being ridden by the
general's son, who is the black sheep of
the family. This annoys a patent medicine
man and a confederate of his, who wanted
to see another horse win, and these "vil-
lains" hatch a plot that provides the com-
plications that follow. The music of the
piece was written by Raymond Hubbell,
and is said to be exceedingly good. It Is
understood that Messrs. Shubert, Nixon
and Zimmerman expended JTo.Ooö on the
production before It began its career of
over six months at the Casino.

One of the most talked-abo- ut musical pro-
ductions of the season is Francis Wilson's
elaborate revival of Jakowskl's beautiful
comic opera, "Erminie," the most tuneful
end most acceptable composition of its kind
produced during the last decade. For years
this charming operatic work has been be-

fore the American public, and never yet has
the public tired of it. Its presentation at
English's next Thursday evening (there
will be but one performance here) is reason-
ably certain to draw a record-breakin- g

audience. .

"Erminie" is a production which one
doesn't hesitate to praise In advance, for
very one knows that Its libretto is very

amusing and Its music delightful rrom rirst
to last. The piece combines merit with
cleverness and beauty with the excellence
of Its melodies. The production this year
is said to be beyond anvthing that has here-
tofore been attempted by Mr. Wilson and 13

rare to b a. revelation to those who have
Been and heard the opera before and nearly
all theatergoers are familiar with "Er-
minie." It is not hard to believe that the
company supporting the star Is the most
expensive' comic opera organization ever
got together when one looks over the cast,
which includes Jessie Bartlett Davis, the
distinguished contralto; Marguerita Sylva,
the prima donna soprano; Clara Helle
Jerome, the dainty scubrette; Robert Brod-eric- k.

the heroic basso; Signor Peruginl,
the well-know- n tenor; William G. Weedon,
the popular baritone, and Jennie Weathers-b- y,

the mezzo-sopran- o. Tho chorus is a
very large one. and special attention has
been given to the quality of the voices In it.

Of course, Francis Wilson is seen In his
celebrated character of "Caddy" the part
which he made famous, anil which has
always been looked upon as his best part.
Miss Sylva takes the title role; Mrs. Davis
appears in the male character of Captain
Detauney (the sort of part in which she is
at her best): Mr. Rroderick appears as the
dashing robber. Ravennes; Clara Belle
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Jerome is the petite Javotte; Mr. Wcedon
is the Kusene; Signor Peruginl plays the
role of the chevalier, and Jennie Weath-crsb- y

is cast for her original character,
the princess. The performance, with its
perfect cast and brilliant setting, should
be worth going miles to see and hear. The
seat sale opens to-morr- morning.

The greatest dramatic event of the week
and, in fact, the greatest dramatic offering
at English's pince the engagement of
Forbes Robertson at that playhouse, will
be the appearance of Richard Mansfield
next Saturday afternoon and evening, sur-

rounded by a company of over a hundred
players. The distinguished American actor
was originally booked for a single perform-
ance here Saturday evening of the great
Russian tragedy, "Ivan the Terrible," in
which he has just scored such an emphatic
success. Many requests were received dur-
ing last week by Manager Miller, of Eng-
lish's, from playgoers in Indianapolis and
near-b- y towns who are desirous of seeing
Mansfield in his much-talked-abo- ut produc-
tion of "Old Heidelberg," and it was finally
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JESSIE BARTLETT DAVIS
In the 'Revival of "Erminie" at English's.

arranged late last Friday night that a mat-
inee performance of the beautiful German
comedy should be given next Saturday
afternoon.

"Ivan the Terrible" is the work of Count
Alexis Tolstoi. An imperial censorship over
the representation of the person of the Czar
on the Russian stage kept this tragedy
from the public for a long time. It was.
however, acted several times privately be-
fore the Imperial household and made such
a profound impression on the present Czar
that he abrogated the old law and "Ivan
the Terrible" was four years ago produced
In St. Petersburg. It ran for three years.
Other companies played it all over the
empire. It is considered in Russia theirgreatest play, just as it has become Mans-
field's masterpiece since the first night of
his triumph.

Ivan Vasilyvitch, surnamed the Terrible,
was born in 1Ö30. In order to comprehend
this sublime but terrible character, said
to be the most cruel man that ever lived,
it Is necessary to understand something of
his equally and pitiful child-
hood: . He inherited the throne of Russia
in his third year and jointly with it the
Influence of the Shuiskys. He was neg-
lected, maltreated, insulted; everyone he
admired or turned to for assistance was
irnrrisoned or put to death. Ivan himself
was a prisoner in his own palace, neg--

Xl.?'y-!''yff-r'fOTy'''?- 1 1,TT'T'"!'V''Wir' i "i " j r- - in n i i i i ii i i t MrJ?Trt'''?

, -- .Hilf v . ".i.:::-s$t$$-t$HxiSt- m

fs xii.f 'riwfffim I

I' XI f .v, ;

f . -i- S4, . '..V

, -- - f --.yy . ,

RICHARD MANSFIELD
Vr.n V. ;ü Mai- - "Ivan, the TirriLIe." and "Old ilcMolUTz" at L'nllh'a,

lected and harassed, the victim of a vi-

cious plan to stunt his intellectual growth
to such a degree that he would be incapa-
ble of rule. The Shuikys continued thlr
domination over the boy ruler and stopped
at nothing to restrain it. They even im-
prisoned his mother. Ivan has left a vivid
account of what he endured ia childhood.

The enormities he had endured begot an
awful hatred In his soul whicn in turn be
got like and more awful enormities. WhenJ
ne grew up una ncia me reigns r.e pam nis
enemies In kind and with overwhelming
measure. They had sowed a whirlwind
and a whirlwind they reaped. Ivan stopped
nt nothing. Irritable, excitable, passionate,
nervous, profoundly religious, superstitious,
cruel, suspicious of every one, daring any-
thing, his reign became a reign of terror
nnd the fires of his excesses soon consumed
himself as they had devasted all about him.

The tragedy is in five acts. It opens in
the Council Chamber of the Dogyars and
deals with the abdication of the Czar; scene
two is in the Czar's Cabinet and discloses
Ivan's repentance, his retention of the
throne And Boris Godunoff's rise to favor.
Scene one of act two Is In Shuiski's house
and has to do with the conspiracy against
Godunoff and the Eecond scene takes jlace
In the throneroom and has to do with
Ivan's determination to divorce the Czar-Itz- a

and his recognition of King Stephen s
ambassador. The culmination of the con-
spiracy against Roris Godunoff takes place
In the third act, which represents the mar-
ket place on the banks of the Moskva with
the Kremlin across the river. Act four
carries back to the Czar's apartments and
concerns the appearance of the Blood Red
Star and the. prophecy of Ivan's death. Act
five opens in Godunoff's houe and reveals
his conspiracy with the magicians against
the Czar and the second scene is in the
palace and shows the death of Ivan the Ter-
rible.

"Old Heidelberg," which will be given at
the Saturday matinee, has bcn one of tho
distinct successes of the season. As pre-

sented by Mr. Mansfield, it is a well-prepar- ed

KngliFh version of the Gorman corn-Oil- y

that has had such wonderful vogue in
Europe during the last three years. Mr.
Mansfield wisely follows the German text
almost lino by line, and it is said in New
York, during tl'o run of the comedy in the
metropolis at the beginning of the season,
that the actor deserved gieat credit for
giving an adaptation that remained so true
in spirit, in atmosphere and in movement
to the original play. Mr. Mansfield will be
seen in the role of the younar German
prince a character different in every par-
ticular from the title role in "Ivan the Ter-
rible." His production of the piece, is very
elaborate, the scenic environment being
exceptionally beautiful.

The Grnnil Vnndeville.
The bright, particular stnr of this

week's vaudeville bill at the Grand will be
Helen Bertram, an Indianapolis girl who
has for several years been one of the most
popular comic opera prima donnas on tho
American stage. Miss Bertram has been
singing In musical comedy of late and
scored one of the strongest hits of her ca-re- er

In the role of the pretty Chicago widow
in "The Prince of Pilsen." Miss Bertram ap-

peared in this part, for many months and
was largely responsible for the popularity
which the musical number, "The Song of
the Cities." attained. She finally became
tired of playing one part over and over
again and retired from the company for a
vacation, after which sho accepted a tempt-
ing offer to go on the vaudeville stage for
a limited season. She has been !:i vaude-
ville for the last six weeks and has been
highly successful, from all accounts, at this
line of stage work. During her engage-
ment in her home city she will sing a num-
ber of new songs and will wear some
charming gTns, which were made for her
in Paris. The portrait of her on this pnge
shows her in one of htr most beautiful
"creations."

Fred Hallen and Mollie Fuller, two In-
dianapolis favorites, will furnish the act
second in importance. Their specialty is a
one-a- ct farce of the kind in which they
have been playing ever sinci? they deserted
the regular stage for vaudeville. These
funmakers u private life they are Mr. and
Mrs. Hallen-Jhav- e but recently returned to
this country from a very succeessful trip to
Australia. The ex-minst- William Wisd-
om, will be another feature of prominence
on the programme. Mr. Windom was Uk-favorit- e

ballad singer with the Primrose
and West minstrels when that organization
was in its prime. His voice is of most un-
usual nnality and his act promises to be
very attractive.

Two specialties, which were seen here
early in the season with the Orphcum road
show, will be the Milan! trio, Italian musi-
cians, and Edward F. Reynard, the ven-
triloquist. The Orpheum show closed this
season in Cincinnati last night and the
management, of the Grand decided to book
these acts, both of which are very popular
here, for return engagements. Mr. Rey-
nard, like Miss Bertram, is a native of In-
dianapolis, so that the Hoosier capital will
be well represented among the Grand's per-
formers this week.

Tom Brown, the whistling comedian, will
contribute his interesting specialty, and the
other entertainers on the programme will
be the Avon comedy four, in an absurdity
called "The New Teacher," and the Gool-ma- ns

in what is said to be - a high-cla- ss

musical act. As usual, the show will be
brought to a close with a new series of
bioscope pictures.

The Park Two Attractions.
"The Governor's Son," which had an en-

gagement of more than common success
at the Park last January, comes to that
theater again to-morr- to remain through
Wednesday. When here back in the winter
Park audiences commended the production,
not only for its genuine qualities of amuse-
ment, but for the rank of its music as well.
Its music Is decidedly better than that
usually heard in theaters of the popular
class, and it is doubtful if its composer,
George Cohan, ever produced any better.
Some of the Cohan gtms which run through
the piece are "Then I'll Be Satisfied with
Life," "Yankee Doodle Doings" and "Sol-
diers of the Stage." The show has almost
enough plot to lift it into the comic opera
class. The company does not boast of any
particular star, every one of the principals
having a turn at the plot, which revolves
about a series of marriages. whVn there is
much confusion as to which wife Is to
claim a certain husband. When seen here
before a number of players gave evidence
of ability. John McVeigh was one of the
best singers, and Will A. Halliday was one
of the chief funmakers. Some of the others
were Hilda Hawthorne, Ruth Halber:,
Iconise Pitman. Belle Dorney, Harry LeMer
and Charles Pussey. All of these, ua w 11

as ethers who appeared, are still with the
company.

"Hello. Bill," a butli:ig farce-comed- y, the
first of the kind for this reason, comes to
the Park on Thursday. This Is really a re-vi- al

along, lines so well defined by Charles
A. Hoyt. It tdls the stcry oT two men.
both named Bill, one of whom was caught
in a gambling-hous- e raid, and, as he stands
before the altar to be married, the sheriff
calls and takes him away to serve sixty
days in Jail. The biidegroom toll.-- ! his bride
tnat he is going to enlist in the Spanh--
war, while the othtr man of the same n:une
really becomes the soldier. The bridecroom
pays a fine and escape j ii!, but Uec is in
hiding frcrn his wife for sixty days. Com-
plications pile upon one another "ia devel-
oping the plot, and at every ludicrous
turn the play becomes more amusing and
entangled. Tho producing company is-- r,id
to be made up of clever player.--. hd d ;y
Harrv Hlakcm.rr, who is: Fiiior:ed !V
Herbert J. Corthell, W. H. Woobi le. Caro-
line Maclean. Gertrud Raymore. Marion
Klrby and Margaret sSayres. Although th
production hrs been at the P.irk in oilier
seasons, it is said to come this lime strong-
ly reinforced with talent.

The I'niplrc Ilurlc.xque.
The Empire's attraction for the wetk,

opening with the regular Monday matinee,
will be Wahiron a Bryant's Trocadero
Burlesque rs, a musical travesty r.nd vaude-
ville combination that has been s- -n here
before and which contained many gool fea-
tures upon the occasion of its last engage-
ment at the Indianapolis home of burlesque.
This season the company is headed by Anna
Hill, a statuesque burhsquer, and Annie
Carter, who is said to be a graceful dancer
Tom llaverly, a well-know- n Irish cjr.u-dian-

Is the leading funmakcr cf the show. There
are two burlettas "The Misfit Family,"
an! n satire on the everlasting popular rong
of "Hiawatha." In the latter piece the
chorus girls will be seen in Indian cos-
tumes which are said to be very becoming.
Manag r. Wal lron & Bryant, it is
claimed, have spent a good deal of money
in giving the burlesque portion of the en-
tertainment an elaborate scenic and cos-
tume equipment.

The vaudeville olio will contain special-tit- s
by Fomc ..well-know- n performers, in-

cluding Wink and Mclt, in a comic acro-
batic act. and the World's Comedy Four,
a quartet of singers and comedians who
will present a farcical mutical sketch.

NOTE AND COMMENT.

It looks very much as if that brilliant old
pessimist, William Winter, of the New York
Tribune, had made a mess of things whn
he said in his paper recently, while engaged
In one of his periodical grumbles, that
"there has not been a time in fifty years
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HELEN BERTRAM
Prima Donna s'oprano at tho Grand.

when the American theater in New York
was at so low a level as it is now." To
select fifty years as the time for lhe rom-paris- on

showed lack of knowWge or of
judgment, for Stephen Fiske, another bril-

liant writer on dramatic affairs, lias t: ken
the trouble, in answering Mr. Winter's
tirade, to investigate the matter and show
just what was going on in a theatrical
way in New York a half century r.go. Mr.
1'iske writes as follows, and what he says
is well worth reading:

"In lv)I, fifty years ago, the theatrical I ill
of fare for New York was: 'John Bull and
High Life Below Stairs,' at Wallack's;
'Mask:; and Faces,' at Burton's; 'The Cat-
aract of the Ganges,' at the Broadway; 'The
Hunchback. bv the Boone children, at the
liowery; Writing on the Wall.' at the New
Bowery; 'The Hot Com Girl' (afternoons)
and 'L'nele Tom's Cabin,' at llio National;
Robinson Crusoe,' at Ka mum's tmis um.

Th'Te wen also Julien cmen-!- . Buckley's
negro minstrels, the Siamese twin?, a small
circus and a punoraina twelve eilt rtnin-- m

Jits in all. to bo compared with the loety- -
iivc now advtrthtd in your columns and
I.sc.'iIk d by the Tribune as 'an arid wash.'

"Three er four years liter, when 1 be-

gan to vrite about the theaters, Mis. John
Hoey if 1 1 II wore her ?'..') diamond curriii.- -

when iiniv.T.oivitin? poor, starving work-gil- l;

Lt sier Wallack played Charles Sur-Va- co

itli black ele whiskers and a mrs-ac- h

; Burton stuck first his face ind then
his other extremity through a hole in a
wall to excite the mirth of the gallery boys;

chewed up the scenery on tho Bowery
and Barnurn presented moral dramas in his
'hci.iro room' to audiences of immoral
wemen and rural sightseers.

"To compare the theatricals of that period
with thse of the present, when we have
most of th bet actors and plays of Lon-Io- p

Paris and Berlin to re-enfo- the
wonderfully developed, cultured and artisticstae America, anl when the old-tim- e

vulgarities and indecencies before and be-

hind tho curtain are forever vanish- - d, is.
like comparing twilight to sunshine."

Writing in Leslie's Weekly, Kl anor
Franklin has this to ray of Richard Mans-
field as a producer: "Mr. Mansfield spares
no money and no pains to make the set-

tings for his characters true to the nature
of the creation. One is always particularly
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VF-ST-A T1LLHY
The Bnglish Oreedlonr.e, Who Returns to

lxnaon This Week.

Impressed with the beautiful furniture he
invariably uses where it is possible. In the
palace scenes of "Ivan the Terrible" h-
ouses several pieces of rare carwd wvod
'that are treasures in themselves, arid their
care in traveling about the country A in-

trusted to a man who is supposed to do
nothing else but protect them from the al-
most inevitable damage to be incurred in
moving.

"Mr. Mansfield modestly refuses to tr 11

where he gets his rare possessions and
what becomes of them' after he has im d
them for a season, and ids press agent,
with unbelievable good taste, refuses t:
make up any Take' storias about them; but
one can imagine that he possesses a rarely
valuable storehouse. He also refuses to
discuss his reason for desiring such beau-
tiful things when the regulation 'prop' furn-tur- e,

built cheaply and lightly for this
purpose, looks just as well from the front."

The late Patrick Gilmorc.'the band mas-
ter, was a great admirer of Richard Mans-
field, whom he knew fröre the time that he
was a youth at his mother's home in Lon-
don.. An old letter written by the musi-
cian regarding the great actor has re-
cently comt to light and will prove of In-
terest to local theater-goer- s at the present
time, in connection wit'i Mr. Mansfield's
appearance h?re this week in his wonderful
new. characterization. "He had studied
painting," wrote Mr. Gilmore, "bat the
stage was his fate, and he spent more time
in the foyer than in the studio, and finally
determined to adopt the profession. His
mo.ther so strongly opposed the new ven-
ture that she cut off hj allowance and he
aus adrift In London without . anvone to

. depend upon. He stayed there two or three
j yeais, with the entree to good society, but
! With .7r-it'i:- iitn lilt. r,..il..,t U , r,I men nine iii ilia ijc iiao

told me thif some days about all he atewas what he got from the spreads at re-
ceptions and parties. He was a capital
entertainer, though, and was in demand.

"One of his most intimate friends was a
son of Hepworth Dixon, who did him sev-
eral sood turns. He got him into the com-
pany of a popular actor, but his first ap-
pearance was a failure. Stage fright and
discouragement got tho upper hand of him
and he failed completely. He was bounced.
D'Oyly Carte had a competitive examina-
tion for a comic opera company to plaj' theLnglish provinces in 'Pinafore,' and Mans-
field tried for the captain's part. GPbert
and Sullivan and several celebrities were
present at the examination and when it
came Mansfield's turn to sing he said he
would sing a duet by himself, and he did.
He sang a soprano and baritone duet and
they kept him singing and Imitating for
half an hour. Carte had the part fixed
for a friend, but Mansfield made such a
hit that he got the place. It was worth
$13 a week and he kept it until he struck
for higher wages. That was treason and
he was lired. Then he went to New York
and I guess everybody knows the rest."

Mark Murphy, the Irish comedian, says
that "guying" is as prevalent on the stage as
ever before and that in some companies it
becomes contagious, infectious and epi-
demic. He says that among the comedians
who are notorious for indulging In this sort
of pastime. Frank Daniels, Willie Collier
and Pete Dailey are about the worst, and
that Weber and Fields, although managers
themselves, occasionally reduce their com-
panions on the stage to hysteria by inter-prdati- ng

some unlooked-fo- r "business."
"Many actors," said Murphy, in talking
over the subject with an Eastern interview-
er, "will break tho monotony of a perform-
ance that has becomo an old story to them
by injecting little asides and sotto-voc- e friv-
olities into a piece. Booth himself descend-
ed at times to this sort of thing, serious-minde- d

as he was. and MeCullough was
load of it now and then. Edwin Forrest
was about the only tragedian who never,
under any circumstances, indulged in 'guy-
ing.' Among the present actors of the
American stage 'guying' often takes place
at matinees r when the house Is small."
Murphy overlooked the tragedian . in dis-
cussing this subject the greatest 'guyer' of
them all. This i3 Louis James, who was In
Indianapolis last Monday evening, appear-
ing with Frederick Warde in "Othello."
James is notd among his professional asso-
ciates for Iiis ability to whisper the most
lidiculous things into the ears of fellow-playe- rs

in the midst of a tragic scene, and
during the performance the other night he
had Norman Hackctt Hting his lips on two
or three occasions and at times when the
audience was deeply impressed with the ap-
parent earnestness of the tar. Frank Dan-
iels Is incorrigible as a "guyer," but his
line of work permits these little ploasan-trie- ?.

As usual, he had a good deal of fun
of his own during his engagement here In
"The Office Boy" the last of the week.

The recent portrait of Jessie Bartlett Da-

vis, which is reproduced on this page,
shows that the famous contralto has
changed but little since the days of her
early success with the Bostonians. After
an absence of several seasons from the
light opera stage she has returned to that
province of art in the beautiful revival of
"Erminie," which is to be seen in Indian-
apolis ihiä week. She has been receiving
extraordinary greetings from audiences all
over the country this season, i bowing again
the high esteem in which siic Is held by
American theater-goer- s. Mrs. Davis is far
more fortunately, situated in regard to her
work than are the majority of stage folk.
She accepts an engagement only when the
fancy moves her. and the rest of the time
she spends at her beautiful home in Chi-
cago. Sfic confesses herself a great lover
of home life, and. as all Chicago is her
friend, it is not strange that her appear-
ances in other cities are less frequent than
the public wishes them. Mr?. Davis vent
into vaudeville for a while, largely because
of the personal Independence that one may
have in that line of work. She returned
to light opera this season at the urgent re-
quest of Fronds Wiison and the managers
interested with him in the present fine pro-
duction of the charming "Erminie." Next
reason sho will probably divide her time
once more between her Chicago home and
the vaudeville stage, as she likes vaude-
ville Immensely.

A writer in the New York Telegram says
that women are the mainstay of the metro-
politan theaters and that managers who re-

fuse to recognize thern as such must suffer
disastrous financial consequences. For in-
stance, he says, there is a musical comedy
now in New York, slated to leave within
three week.-;-, which might have continued
throughout the summer, but its main inci-
dents turn upon pistol shots which greatly
disturb the nerves of the feminin portion
of th" audience, and this same and moat
impo.tant element, subsequent to each per-
formance, goes out of the theater in fright
and indignation and advices its numerous
friends to avoid the piece. This musical
comedy has sufficient merit te remain in
New York until fail, but thf playwright,
who is alr-- the leading comedian, stub-
born and wiil not allow the objectionable
noise to be left out 01 the piece. Hence the
insistence of the theater's managers that he
remove rii.--j musical ::hov as soon as possi-
ble. The writer in the Telegram does not
mention any names, but theiv is no doubt
that he alludes to "The Tenderfoot" and
Richard Carle.

The rehearsals for "Woodland." the new
comic opera by Gustav Luders and Frank
Pi.xley, have begun in Boston on the stage
cf the Tremont Theater, where the new
mm-iea-l work is to have its production, and
two Indianapolis young women are now
hard at work learning their parts Olive
North and Mrs. George E. Hunt, each of
whom is to have an important role. Bird
life is the theme of the niece, which lend?
imp writer on theatrical topics to suggest
that inasmuch j3 birds and beasts are en-
joying such ?im:ular promlnfr.ee on the
stage to-da- y, it i? wholly jnfair to ignore
the bug:;. It would be so easy a matter.
ho says, to prepare a play for them say,
for instance, a musical comedy having thetitle of "The Tangled Ctntipede" or "The
Secrets of a Mosquito."

t
Alice Fischer, tho Indiana comedienne

who is .at present frolicking through the
role of Lillian le Mntarro in the musical
comedy. "Piff. Paff. Pouff." at the New
York Casino, regards her engagement in
comic opera' as a sort of jest. This is her
first appearance in stage work of this class,
and it is understood that her lehnt as a
singer was accomplished for the purpose of
demonstrating to Manager Fred C. Whit-
ney's ratlsfaction the versatility of the ac-
tress from Torre Haute. It is understood
that Mr. Whitney has engaged her to
rext season under his management. Miss

j l heher'B latest portrait appears on this
page.

'
'.vT - :y'

:ä yy

-

y
:: "4H I 1 s

tO't X

Vl.--. f r- -

-
J

-- ;. - ;'.::., V - j
' 1 ,:C..v:.;..Y '. .'

;' .

V r

f
THE MELANI TRIO

Italian Musicians in the Grand' Vaudeville raiL

The TKeaters of New IforK
"The Shepherd King with Its Costly Equipment.. .Two Plays

That Failed... Edna Wallace Hopper Impersonates
Herself..."The Hour Glass"

Correspondence of the Indianapolis Journal.
KW YORK, April 15.- -A noteworthy

N tlrama is the new one, entitled,
"The Shepherd King." But will

j it go long? Or will it stop short?
Expert judgment is reserved as

yet and the multitude has not made up its
mind. This is a Biblical play, and for that
reason no one can forecaste its fate. As Its
story is based on the Old Testament, its
shepherd king being David, the sweet singer
and swift slinger. it is not a Christian piece,
but Jewish; nor is it religious, but patri-
otic, rather, with Israelite nationalism; yet
its appeal is to those people, Christian and
Jew alike, who believe that the book of
Samuel is Holy Writ. It is too soon to say
how it will strike them. The certainty
about the production is its great cost.
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ALICE riSCHCR
The Indiana Actress, Now Appearing In 'Tiff,

Toff, rouf In New York.

Wright Lorimer, who wrote it jointly with
Arnold Reeves, raised the capital among
his relatives, directed the preparations and
acts the role of David, Fays that the Invest-
ment reached $G0,0 before the curtain was
raised. I know something about true and
false theatrical figures, and I think that
the five exceptionally elaborate scenes, the
hundred and fifty costumes, the finely print-
ed portraits and biographies that have been
distributed in vast quantities, and the many
other preliminary outlays can't have
amounted to less than half of'JIHWX) and
maybe two-thir- ds if there was much waste
of money. All this bread cast upon the
waters may come back In multiplied loaves

to say nothing of pio3 and cakes if the
masses of Americans will but eat the orig-
inal bake as they did "The, Christian" and
"Ben-Hur- ," with voracity. If they won't

well, Mr. Lorimer will have paid dearly
for some experience.

The art of "The Shepherd King" Is good
and the literature Is bad. The representa-
tion to our eyes of David summoned from
his pastures to beguile the melancholy of
Saul with songs, of his going out to tday
the giant Goliath and of his rise to the
throne of Israel is all impressively pictorial.
And the i:itrrduction of Samuel the prophet.
Endor the witch, Saul the misanthrope und
Jonathan the loving is calculated judicious-
ly for a ftnge show. So is the fictional
interpolation of a fond princess for a sweet-
heart to David. But what our ears hear is
much less satisfactory. The language is
modern and commonplace except whn
taken from the Bible. It eeems to me that
the form of the composition should have
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RUTH HALDERT
In "The Governor's Son" at the Park.
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been metrical. Anyway, a dignity of diction
is needed and Is lacking. As it Is, what we
hear does not accord with what we -- see.
and thus two of our senAes are set against
each other in a contradiction of pleasure
and pain. David and his Mlchal are a
gracefully picturesque pair, for Wright
Lorrlmer is handsome and May Buckley ia
prettj-- ; but May make the Israelites
princess a charming girl of the present day,
in manner as well as In Fpcech, while her
lover is consistently different. Besides that
Incongruity, the actor is an utter stranger
to New Yorkers and so, very happily, haa
no personality other than that of David;
but the actress is well known to us on the
stage for her own cleverness and off the
stage for having been the cause of 1 ma-

niac admirer's pistol shot In a Broadway
restaurant. However, I say to Mr. Lorimer.
in the scriptural phrase oft epokeu in bis
drama and recently rendered into slang by
Dowie's use of it, "Peace be with theer

You will never see two of the new plays
in Indianapolis. They are dead at the'earb
age of six days. Then why write more
than obituary items? Because their brief
struggles to live were interesting to thos
who like to watch dramatic phenomena.
"An African Millionaire" and "The Super-
stitions of Sue" will not be charged up
against the reputation of Fred W. Sidney
and Paul Armstrong to discourage them.
Who remembers Belasco's "Younger Bon."
which was killed In half a week, or Gillette"
"Ninety Days After Date," which survived
miserably a month at a cost to him of $30.-OO- tl?

Those two men have grown wealthy
and wiser and so may the other two. What
proved a mistake was made with "Art
African Millionaire" by placing It on tha
very stage where "The Amateur Cracks-
man" had propred three months. Be-
cause a gentlemanly burglar had been a.
favorite in the .one play it was expected
that a gentlemanly bunco swindler would
become as popular In the other. Thl? con-
fidence man operates against one victim,
only a millionaire who has wronged him,
financially and so excused, If not Justified,
a recourse to the eye-for-an-e- ye doctrine.

Colonel Clay sets out with his wife to get
by tricks and devices a compensatory
amount of Sir Charles Vandrlft's wealth.
They sell gold bricks to him In the formst
of paste diamonds that seem to be rare
gems, a bogu3 painting1 purporting to be an
old masterpiece, and a lot of counterfeit
commercial paper. Vandrlft Is a self-mad- e

and self-satisfi- ed millionaire, and Clay is
so clever a rogue that, under the mitigating
circumstances, the author was not to blama
for counting on him to amuse audiences.
He :s a character of the kind once the-
atrically called "protean." He assumes tha
diverse disguises of a detective officer, a,
commissary of police, a clergyman and a
necromancer. H. Reeves Smith, the actor
who assumes them, is sufficiently versatile.
for the Job. The episodes read well In a
series of short stories published by the lato
Grant Allen. But Sidney, who is an Eng-
lish actor, put them Into a play fo mai-adroit-ly

that they are utterly ineffectual.

The other fix-day-o- ld rlay that is dead,
"The Superstitions of Sue." had farcical
ideas enough for a long and merry life if
they had been made the host of. And I
should say that Paul Armstrong: might re-

suscitate it for .vaudeville, for which he ha
written hitherto, by condensing it to twen-
ty minutes. Sue believes that nothing but
bad luck can come of a betrothal made on a
Friday that happeus to be also the 12th day
of a month, and for that reason fhe decline-- J

Jim's offer of marrlase. although she means
to accept It on the morrow. In the interval
the dejected Jim. instead of suicide by hlsf
own hand, hires a stranger to kill him in
the morning. When he learns of Sue's pur- -

he strives to escape the execution cZKoseown sentence, but he doesn't know tho
assassin by sight nor the natme of the pro-
posed homicide, and therefore is In mortal
terror of every unknown man who cornea
nigh. Among his Innocent visitors whom ha
suspects are an Oriental fakir with a
poisonous snake, a subway blaster with a
red flag of danger, a pugilist notorious for
having killed his man and others with vari-
ous ways of death at their command, In-

cluding a voluptuous girl selling health pills,
which, for all that he knows, might contain
knockout do?e. Your American tenae of
humor tella you that a busy evening of jrood
fun should have been wrought from that

i;

I V-J- 'J I H

(7 y
'

,V7. Jrf-- p va;M, I

t' i
'--

M

i r1 1

'I pj y
&

' c. - f

iHiSBSiHHiillmHIHHMflESZSiflBilHHlBftlHflHHHS

CAROLINE McLEAN
In "Rtllo. liiU!" at the Park--


